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New to Computers Group
Tom Shepherd



Meeting monthly
2nd Tuesday

Let US Help you by taking the mystery out of technology

Contact Tom Shepherd for additional information at

newtocomputers@grandcomputers.org

mailto:newtocomputers@grandcomputers.org


past sessions

Social Media for seniors

YOUTUBE Wonders

Top Technology Trends for 2021

The Cloud

USING YOUR PUBLIC LIBRARY DURING COVID



Here’s our schedule so far for 2023



New to Computers Group

We need ideas
all you have to do is send me an email about something you would like 

to learn more about

Contact Tom Shepherd for additional information at

newtocomputers@grandcomputers.org

mailto:newtocomputers@grandcomputers.org


New to Computers Group

We need volunteers
IF YOU HAVE AN INTEREST IN ANY TECHNOLOGY AREA

WE COULD USE YOUR HELP IN PUTTING TOGETHER

A PRESENTATION FOR A FUTURE MEETING

Contact Tom Shepherd for additional information at

newtocomputers@grandcomputers.org

mailto:newtocomputers@grandcomputers.org
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Now let’s talk about 
Texting
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Agenda

• History of texting
• Using the texting app on your smart phone
• Constructing a simple text
• Adding photos 
• Using emoticons, stickers and GIFs
• Speech to text
• Retrieving deleted texts
• Q&A
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Do Seniors text ? 
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Text messaging, or texting, is the act of composing and sending electronic 

messages, typically consisting of alphabetic and numeric characters, between two or 

more users of mobile devices, desktops/laptops, or another type of compatible 

computer. 

Text messages may be sent over a cellular network, or may also be sent via 
an Internet connection.

Here is Wikipedia definition of texting 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mobile_device
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desktop_computer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laptop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cellular_network
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet
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Early days of texting
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Early days of texting
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Invention of SMS

The SMS concept was first developed in the Franco-German GSM 
cooperation in 1984 by Friedhelm Hillebrand and Bernard Ghillebaert.

The first text message was sent years later on December 3rd, 1992 from Neil 
Papworth, a former developer at Sema Group Telecoms.

Mobile phones didn’t have keyboards at the time, so Papworth had to type 
the message on a PC. 

Papworth’s text — “Merry Christmas” — was successfully sent to Richard 
Jarvis at Vodafone.
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More from Wikipedia

The term originally referred to messages sent using the Short Message 

Service (SMS). 

It has grown beyond alphanumeric text to include multimedia messages 

using the Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS) containing digital 

images, videos, and sound content, as well as ideograms known 

as emoji (happy faces, sad faces, and other icons), and instant 

messenger applications (usually the term is sed when on mobile 
devices).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SMS
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SMS
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multimedia_Messaging_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emoji
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smiley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Instant_messenger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Instant_messenger
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MMS
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Early days of texting
Because typing text into a telephone keypad was cumbersome and the number of characters in a text message was limited, a 
form of shorthand evolved, especially among young people.

https://www.britannica.com/technology/telephone
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Early days of texting
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Early days of texting



2
1

The modern era

Texting in the modern era
2010 – At this point in time, text messaging was a mainstream practice in many cultures.

In fact, the verb “texting” was added to the dictionary in 2010 – no surprise given that the 
number of text messages sent worldwide reached 6.1 trillion that year (roughly 1,000 messages 
per person)!

2013 – Internet-based mobile messaging services like Facebook Messenger, WhatsApp, 
iMessage, and Viber caught up with SMS messaging in terms of overall popularity and message 
volume.
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The modern era

2019 – While mobile messaging apps continue to grow in popularity, they 
have not extinguished SMS messaging, which is still a growing market.

For example, the market for enterprise SMS is rapidly increasing as 
companies continue to look to this communication channel as a new way to 
connect with customers.
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The modern era

The future of SMS – Businesses will increasingly use SMS software to interact with 
customers.

SMS messages are already used to ask for feedback, send parcel delivery 
notifications, carry out security authorizations, confirm appointments, and so 
much more. 

These business-to-consumer text messages are often called “SMS notifications” 
and are usually sent to announce special events or in response to transactions.

https://www.textmagic.com/sms-software-for-pc-and-mac/
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Most people text using their smart phone

The texting is done from an app on their phone

Samsung has had their own Samsung Messages app , but 
is now converting to Google Messages

Apple provides their own app on iPhones, iPads
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Let’s look at the basics of 
texting from a Samsung smart 

phone
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This is a new 

Samsung smart 

phone

Here is the icon for 

the messaging app
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This screen shows 

up after selecting 

the messaging icon

Press this icon 

to start creating 

a text
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This is what shows 

up to start a new 

message
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I put in an address 

and type in some 

text

If that’s all I want to 
do, I hit the Send 

icon
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It is possible to add a 

photo(s) to my text

I select this icon to find 
my photo gallery
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Now I can scroll through my photo gallery 

and select any photos that I want to include 

in my text
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It is also possible to 

select the phone’s 

camera, take a photo , 

and include that in the 

text

Select this icon for the 
camera
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I can take a photo of this candy cane



3
6

And include it in my text

Note: This shows up 
because the phone 

number I put in as an 
address is bogus
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If I want to enhance my text 

message, I can start by selecting 

this icon
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If I select the little cone with starts, a 
scrollable list of images, called “stickers” 

appears

I can select one or more of these to be 
included in the text

Several choices show up 

underneath where “Test” is
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Here you see two 

stickers now 

included in my 

text
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I can select “GIFs”

A scrolling list of images appear from 
which I could select one or more
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In addition to what comes on your phone, there are sites 
that provide lots of GIFs 
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If I select the little smiley face, this set of 

images pops up
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What are all those little images 

we just looked at?
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One set of images is 

called “emojis”

They have been around so long that they are 

standardized, like a dictionary, across all 

devices

They may look a little different however from 

device to device
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An emoji (/ɪˈmoʊdʒiː/ i-MOH-jee; plural emoji or emoji is a 

pictogram, logogram, ideogram or smiley embedded in text 

and used in electronic messages and web pages. 

The primary function of emoji is to fill in emotional cues 

otherwise missing from typed conversation.

Examples of emoji are 😂, 😃, 🧘🏻♂️, 🌍, 🌦️, 🍞, 🚗, 📞, 🎉, 

❤️, 🍆, 🍑 and 🏁. Emoji exist in various genres, including 

facial expressions, common objects, places and types of 

weather, and animals. 

Emoji Definition
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They are much like emoticons, except emoji are pictures rather 

than typographic approximations; the term "emoji" in the strict 

sense refers to such pictures which can be represented as 

encoded characters, but it is sometimes applied to messaging 

stickers by extension.

Originally meaning pictograph, the word emoji comes from 

Japanese e (絵, 'picture') + moji (文字, 'character'); the 

resemblance to the English words emotion and emoticon is 

purely coincidental.
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Here is the classic “smiley face 

with smiley eyes”  emoji as it looks 

on three different devices
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Next are “stickers”



4
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Last are GIFs
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A GIF Is Just an Animated Image
In its simplest form, a GIF (pronounced “gif” or “jiff”) 
is just an image file. 

Like the JPEG or PNG file formats, the GIF format can 
be used to make still images.

But the GIF format has a special feature—it can also be 
used to create animated images,

https://www.howtogeek.com/howto/30941/whats-the-difference-between-jpg-png-and-gif/
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We say “animated images” because GIFs aren’t really videos. If 
anything, they’re more like flipbooks.

For one, they don’t have sound (you probably noticed that).

Also, the GIF format wasn’t created for animations; that’s just how 
things worked out. 

See, GIF files can hold multiple pictures at once, and people 
realized that these pictures could load sequentially (again, like a 
flipbook) if they’re decoded a certain way.



5
4

Why Are GIFs Gaining Popularity?

GIFs are gaining popularity because, like memes, they’re useful for 
communicating jokes, emotions, and ideas.

Plus, sites like GIPHY and Gyfcat make it super easy to share and create 
GIFs.

These services are integrated into apps like Twitter, and Facebook 
Messenger, and your phone’s keyboard, so they’re just as easy to use as 
emojis or “stickers.”
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Here is Giphy

https://giphy.com/
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Did you know that you 

can speak to your 

phone and have your 

words go into a text ?
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If I click the 
microphone icon, I 

can talk, and my 
words will be put 
into the message



5
8



5
9

Here I am trying 
to talk to the 

phone
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Here I spoke a few 

words and you can 

see that those are 

now in the text
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That is a lot of information about 

sending texts – how about reading and 

responding to them?
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This is a text this 

phone received from 

Tom
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I type in a reply

And then hit the send 
icon
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My reply text is now 

sent
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Here is a text sent from Tom with a photo 
attached

If I tap on the 
photo
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The photo gets larger and 
gives me a choice to save it 

on my phone
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And now the photo is saved 
on my phone
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And now the photo is saved 
on my phone



6
9

Here is a text sent from Tom with a photo 
attached

If I tap on the 
photo again 
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There is another choice, 

this one is to Share the 

photo
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This screen gives me 

choices of people with 

whom to share the photo

Starting with my most 

recent contacts
I can further click 

on messages
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I can now scroll 
down through all of 

my contacts and 
select to whom I 
send the photo
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Are texts saved on my phone ?

If so, for how long ? 
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Open the messages 

app and click on the 

three dots
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Now click on Settings
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This phone is set to 

keep texts 

automatically for 30 

days – then they will be deleted
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How your phone can help predict 

what you are typing and suggest 

words to you
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The predictive text feature suggests or 
corrects words as you type text on the 
Samsung keyboard.

This will allow you to quickly and easily 
enter text by suggesting and changing 
words as you type

On a Samsung phone, the 
feature is called “predictive text”
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Predictive Text learns about you 
and customizes its suggestions  

Predictive texting is a feature that makes it quicker 

and easier to send messages by suggesting and 

changing words as you type. 

The more you use predictive text, the better it will 

become at suggesting your most used words and 

phrases. 

You can turn predictive text on or off, remove 

suggested words and personalise it to suit you.
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Here is a quick video describing 

predictive text (on an Apple device, 

but the concept is the same for 

Android)
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Click on settings

If you don’t like using 
predictive text, it can be 

turned off
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Click on General 
Management
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Click on Samsung 
Keyboard settings
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Here is where you 
control Predictive text

And Suggest text 
corrections
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Everything so far has been using 

Android devices, so what about 

Apple ?
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Apple devices have their own 

messaging app
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Let’s take a look at an iPhone

Short pause while I hook up an 

iPhone to the projector
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Next is some background information 

about what is going on between 

Google and Apple as far as texting
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Google is on a campaign to make 
their messaging app the default for 

all Android users
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Samsung for many years has had their 
own Samsung Messages app which was 
pre-installed on their devices

Google has been working hard to convince 
Samsung to instead, use the Google app as the 

default
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And Google appears to be successful 
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So, depending on the model, the age of 
your Samsung phone , you may have been 

using Samsung Messages or Google 
Messages
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In fact, Google messages is now the 
default for all Android phones
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Here is the Google solution
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Google thinks Messages is great
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Here is some of their argument

We use messaging apps to feel connected, without the 
headache of needing to know what phone or network 
we’re on. 

That is why our focus with Messages by Google is to help 
you build connections. 

It’s also built around RCS, a modern messaging protocol 
that supports richer text features, higher resolution 
images and videos, and enables end-to-end encryption. 

With RCS, we can give everyone a secure and modern 
messaging experience.

https://blog.google/inside-google/googlers/ask-a-techspert/messages-rcs/
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Texting from Android 

Messages by Google is the official Google app for texting 
over RCS with fallback to SMS/MMS. Get more done in 
your messages with one-tap calendar reminders and emoji 
replies, and keep your conversations secure with spam 
protection and end-to-end encryption so that you can 
focus on connecting with the people and businesses you 
care about — no matter what device they use.

See when friends are typing or when they have read your 
message, share high-quality images and videos, easily add 
people to a group chat, and experience an all-around richer 
messaging experience.
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What is RCS ?
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The background involves competing with Apple

While there have been many attempts on 
Google's part to launch one, there is one thing 
that Android has always lacked: a true 
messaging competitor to Apple's iMessage. 

That could all be set to change 
as Google embarks on a large-scale rollout of the 
RCS (rich communication services) messaging 
platform, adding a raft of new features to 
messaging on Android.

https://www.pocket-lint.com/phones/news/google
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More about RCS

What is RCS messaging?
Rich communication services is a protocol 
between both mobile operators and phones. 
The overall aim of RCS is for it to eventually 
replace SMS and MMS messaging, the formats 
we're all familiar with as they have been around 
for years.
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Google very much wants RCS to become the 
new standard for smart phones 
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But Apple is not interested in adopting RCS at this point

Here is what the CEO of Apple had to say recently about RCS
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Under the covers, the Apple messaging app uses a 
feature called iMessages

iMessages allows Apple users to do some cool things 
when texting to other Apple users, such as encryption
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That’s it for now

Thanks for your attention !
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